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AFTER A LONG BATTLE TO RIN HFS 
OF TYPEWRITTERITIS, [NFLAMATION 
OF THE BRAIN'S TERMPAPER DUCTS 
AND EXAM CELLS WHICH BECAME 
INSURMOUNTABLE WHEN SHE WAS 
VICIOUSLY ATTACKED BY A STUDENT'S 
DOG. 

IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT 
FRIEDA SPENT THE LAST FEW MONTHS 
OF HER LIFE WITHOUT HER FAMILIAR 
SQUEAKY VOICE WHEN A STUDENT 9F 
THE SCHOOL SURGICALLY REMOVED 
HER VOCAL’ CHORDS (WITHOUT ANAS- 
THETIC). 

FRIEDA WILL BE REPRESENTED BY 
HER COUSIN KERMIT WHO 1S 7) 
OFFICIATE AT THIS YEAR'S YEAR 
END PARTY. 


THE FORUM 1S A | 
| PUBLICATION OF 
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to the final issue of the FORUM fer the schecol yeer. 
[t's a nee Folks! {t deals with issues ranging in perspective 
From our own little community to the provincial and naticaal sce- 
nes, and onto ene internatione!l realm. What more can we ask from 
students inc commun rity and public affairs??? Hewever, one must re- 
cognize tnat in dealing with "eontroversial’ issues, opirions and 
ideas may ti fFer and we welcome ary serious anc creditable rebuttals 
for the next fssue. At this seine, it ‘s important for the edito- 
rial committee to mention the fact that if certain articles are dee~ 
med to be sexist, senseless and/or racist, that these articles 

will not pe printed. We seriously resent the fact that certain 
students approached us with ultimatums such as "print or elsel. 
Therefore, given the vagueness of the editorfal committee's funce 
tions, we have decided to devote some t’me over the summer to wri- 
ting tentative editorial guidelines to be submitted to the House in 
September for approval. 

New that the "serious business" is out of the way, some thanks 
are in order. To the guy who was always there when Carmeia needed 
Fim, love and kisses to Gilles. To the CUSA night secretary, thanks 
for the quick work on the second issue. Thanks to Frieda who posed 
on every cover ( move over Cheryl Tefgs ). And finally, thanks to 
all the contributors, a brick for those who didn't, and @ spec’al 
thanks to US. 
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nust be examined as well. By examining 
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r School has become 
eome so attached te 


, There are 
PA, The 


26d EPoup of in (or in: OuY ease abeee nis a spe- 
cified area w! a autonomy and interdependence? unifi- 
cation, Pee oe “and coliaboration. In other words, relationships 
develop througn the inevitable interaction of the individual members 
and those associated with the School. The third type is fuctional and 
maintains that communities are made up of people who Share a common 
purpose, funetion, or interest which draws them together in association 
and organization. 

“Man is a social animal”, and hence, the tendency to come toge- 
her and form communities is a natural instinct. Cur need for one 
nother is essential for the survival of our community as well as our 
amotional well-being. In order to ensure both of these essentials 
we must carefully nurture our need and direct it in the right direc- 
tions. 

For many of us, the community aspect of the School satisfies this 
need and becomes like a second home. This becomes even more evident 
When the School can be seen to resemble a typical family with its 
patterns of authority, sibling rivalry and family secrets. We must 
ve careful with our community and ensure its survival because of its 
importance for us. Without these dimensions cf our community, the 
-& would be just another university program in the institutionali- 

i ed cational system, instead of the progressive, innovative commu- 


a 
mity that it has become. 
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*The second refers to. the commun + ity as a process by and ee which 
people are learning attitudes and behaviors of 
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L'année scolaire arriv a 
peine et de misére) pas 
Hage étudiant, les trav 
e janvier ( qui laisse encore se 
Rew von: la révision de l'Ecole 
PC, le "“Eeer Sash" et autres activ 
neus vainerons ia course pour finir 
tout) en teauté (sinon sans dé pression 
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Cette a 
nommer que quelques uns}; : notre plus grand succes est 
des Affaires Publiques qui compte plus d'une dizaine a" 


vu s'accomplir un nombre de projets nouveaux (pour n'‘ en 
s) rs s doute le Comi 
tudiants. Le Party 
No#l en fut un trés mémorable et tres agréable si l'on se rappellie la 
salle de réception, la bonne Hg eae et la are a ~e voyage de New York 
fut une grande réussite: tous les participants ont paru apprécier l'itinérai- 
et les sujets abordés ( — aussi une petite merveille de ne pas avoir 
quelques “inconvénients" comme perdre du monde dans le métro et Harlem 
et de ne pas avoir eu & faire des visites 4 lthopital ou au poste de police). 
unfin, les weekends de Lacolle (en septembre et en janvier derniers) ont permis 
plusieurs étudiants de discuter de sujets qui leur tiennent 4 coeur et cela 
Ss une atmosphere détendue. 


ok 
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Cette année en fut une, aussi, de petits, et grands "“accrochages": plu- 
sleurs projets ont eu du mal & étre réalisés 4 cause du manque de motivation 
étudiants en tant que membres de l'Ecole et aussi en tant que membres de 
‘Association Etudiante de l'Ecole des Affaires Publiques et Communautaires. 
soit notre parvicipation a des journées "“spéciales", a notre journal 
‘vous vous souvenez: le Forum) ou bien 4 des rencontres avee des in- 
é8 spéciaux organisées par l'Ecole, nous devons blen admettre que notre 
attitude en tant qu'individus et que. groupe face &a ces événements a été bien 
pees: déplorable © Quiarrive-t-il a notre “esprit ee rae qui doit 
ériser tous les étudiants de l'&cole ? Y aurait-il un “manque de cons- 

chez nous? : pourtant a toutes les réunions de i Association étudiante 
dans le Forum, ce probléme a été soulevé & maintes reprises \ #at~ 
un manque d'information ? : pourtant la liste des diverses activités et 
snements, avee toutes les coordonnées nécessaires, sont affichés sur le 
llboard" des étudiants, annoncées dans le Forum, aux réunions de L'Associa-~ 
on étudiante et durant les classes { Est-ce un mang contact avec 
‘re gouvernement étudiant ? : peut-@tre; il demeure ce dant en core possi 
d'aller parler et discuter de nos projets ou de nos problemes avec NOS 
: co-ministresou bien durant une réunion étudiante... 


la suivante: "Qu'est-ce qui se passe 
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et la part: chun gvand noamb ( ad an . peut 4 dire, sans 
doute, autant pour l'Ecole des Affe Ligue b Co neta eee en tant 


qu’institution. 
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ue nous ‘youlons tines ae eure eresrients de i'H- 

ee Tt eesei ae on Etudiante: trop de travail a été fait par 

: au cours de ces trois derni eres années pour qu'on puisse 

a par deseus ce probleme t ... Si nous voulons faire de 1'Bcole,a 

gs L'Association Ztudiante et les activités diverses (commenditées par 

ssoclation ou L'Ecole), une expérience valable ol une vraie communauté 
évolue, il s'impose de poser les gestes en conséquerce: sinon, 
sans l'ombre d'un doute, laisser la piace a d'autres étudicnts 

moti rés, et, peut- -étre,plus sinceres... 
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Il serait sans ae de mise d'en discuter lors d'une réunion étudlante 
( si tous se donnent la peine d’y venir): Notre prochaine fin de semaine e. 

Ty olle, prévue pour TEL g nous fournirait l'occasion idéale pour faire une: 

o Lon sinon uné mise au point qui ne pourrait certes pas nous faire di 

rt eurs solutions sont & notre portée: Il n'en dé épend que de nous 
ur ies. ex anther et les appliquer. 
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MACHINE ENFORMATION IN THE ENFCRMATION AGE 


nee SEOONO REI 


BY MICHELE BALIN 


ave suggested that the more ccemplex a system 

ult ft is to interpret from experience or to mak 
Computer simulations of system activity, be it 
ystem or the international orcer, are increasingly 
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this assessment of rational cecision-making. 

d' decisions make by ome or more [nd'viduals 
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3 ice Upon 
is belleved to be less 

hnology are | 
goclety. 


¢ and less efficient. Fears of being ruled 
riggered when considering this approach to 


Computers offer information for the complex social s,stem. Naw. 
tnat home computers and increasingly sophisticated soft-were are doing well 
on the market, the impact of such a 'technique'’ orientation becomes an 
increasingly important concern. One wonders for example, how the legitimacy 
of information available on home computers will be assessed. Books contain 
viewpoints and interpretations that are always debatable at some level, 
and often encourage reflection. Information provided on a computer 
screen does not bring with it the same contingency context. [ff computer 
informatton [ts standardized information, as current plans for the market 
suggest, by what criteria will that from which we derive our knowledge 
be deemed correct? The problem arises from the activity of deriving. 
knowledge or 'new information!’ “rom images on a screen as opposed to the 
activity of humar interchange. Unlike in other 'mass-media', values 
are more difficult to discern when communicated through the computer medium. 
Ligitimacv is more difficult to ftnterpret. 

if complex systems are counterintuitive, as is increasingly asserted, 
the computer and its impact on our social understanding is an important 
tool to be studied from this perspective. The many positive features 
computer technology offers must be studied for their perhaps not so 
positive impacts on our appreacn to knowledge itself. 
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FACING REALITIES 


The theme: nuclear disarmament. The tima: 1 
debating on whether or net T shouts anno ener. 
Planet , which j 
nterested will heve to leave the ectur 
ahead of time. Will the teacher mind? 
(It is vital that wea see modern weapons of war ° 
for what they are--~evidence of madness... 
This is a world where children are dying 
while we continue to pour our best efforts: 
into preparing for armageddon... 
(The Most Reverend R. Runcie, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, 1981) 
Yes, it is important that we see... 
"Excuse me Sir, could I have a few minutes to make an announcement?" 
"Sure, but make it quick." 
(It's quick. It requires no complicated pro~ 
cedure, just the press of a button...The 
whole thing is over within half an hour...) 
(H. Caldicctt, If You Love This Planet) 

The announcement is made. The lecture begins. No one seemed interes~ 
ted. A few groaned! "Not another pacifist!" Could this be taken as a 
eilen of rampant social apathy towards the possibility of a nuclear oe 
Cals Are these peoples’ attitudes a good example of what the population 
thinks in general? The lecture in Macroeconomice continues... 

At 16h45 I discreetly leave. Ten people follow. Now, if thirty per- 
cent of the students in an economics class leave a lecture, the issue must 
be deemed important. People are scared, worried and yes, curious. "This 
movie (documentary) made headlines, I wonder what Reagan is “bitching’ 
about. 

Hf_Jou Love This Planet, narrated by Dr. Helen Caldicot: and produced 
by the National film Board of Canada, is a powerful portrayal of the impli- 
eations of a4 ddalest war. Only a staunch and insensitive "redneck" could 
eit through Lt without feeling something negative towards the nuclear build~ 
The sequence of pictures showing mutilated anc twisted sodies, while 
leott lectures on the possibility of a nuclear one hun- 
stronger in impact, shocks the brain into understand 
urgency of the situation. If such misery, damage 
peppery &6 the Japanese at the hands of a “bitter, christian, 

opie", who"s to say worse won't happen today. 
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Dr. 


(Everything within six miles will simply 
waporige, twenty miles away--dealt and 
severe burns; forty miles away--vinstant 
blindness caused by the burning of the re- 


pol 


tina... asphyxiation... enn who managed 
to make it to 4 shelter will have to re- 
reround fo apseced: 
. lL be 


for more than ceaeet 
2 x in third degree burns 
because the ozone layer will have been 
i 
a 


destroyed. Within thirty days 904 of the 

world's population will be dead...) 

‘H. Caléicott, If You Love This Planet) 
Picture the world with no vegetation, no animals, no life ... except for 
the cockroaches. Can you imagine the decay, the misery and the pain. Tt 
is no wonder that in the event of a nuclear war: "the Living will envy the 
dead." 

The Russians have weapons permitting them to destroy every American 
at least twenty times. The Americans have weapons to kill every Russian 
forty times. How many times can you kill a man, weman or child. 

What is the issue? Each wants to be number one, each fears the other. 
President Reagan accuses the Soviets of “the most massive build-up of mi- 
litary power in history" and "“agression and support for violence around the 
world."(Vow Newletter, Oct.1982) In turn, foreign minister Gromyko of the 
Soviet Union, accuses the U.S.A. of wanting to become the world's fore~ 
most military power and states that "the U.S.S.R. assumes an obligation 
not to be the first to use nuclear weapons." (Vow Newletter, Oct. 1982) 
Chacun se lance la balle, In fact, what are their military situation? 
According to Ernie 2 Project Ploughshares, the situation is as such: 
"Tt is “generally beliéved that there is 

overall parity of nucleararms on both 
sides, but that the U.8.5.R. has superio~ 
rity in land-based intercontinental ballis- 
tic missiles and the U.S. has superiority 
in strategic aircraft and submarine, laun- 
ched ballistic missiles. ences the diffie 
culty of agreeing to any "missile fer mis- 
sile" reduction of armaments." 

The underlining feeling is that the security ef a country can only be 
insured by de ance and by adequate strength, adequate compared with 
a potential aggressor. No one moves without the assurance of the 
the other will follow. Worse, neither trust one another. 
caver the compromise, if compromise does occur in time, whatever 
of the game and who will own “boardwalk” one fact cannot be i- 
nothing is done we won't have a Monopoly Game to play on. Dr. 
: predicts that the odds are fifty/fifty that a nuclear war will 
re 1985. Is time running out for all of us? 
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REAL CAQUETTE: PLJS QU'UN "ICs 
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Darquise Lafreniere 


Souvent au cours de l'année, que ce soit durant ta classe 
d'histoire, de science politique ou de sociologie, le nam de 
Réal Caouette fut mentionné et sa doctrine (Crédit Socia!) commenté. 
Cependant je crois sincérement guton a 6té injuste 4 son égard car 
l'image projetée par mes professeurs ne corresnond pas du tout, a 


mon avis, a la -éalfité. Clest pourquoi je voie a la rescousse do mor 
Canadien. Vous serez en mesure de forger votre propre opinion par 
Réal Caouette est né 4 Amos en 1917, Curteusement clest dans 


cette m@éme anée que le major Douglas, iIngénieur en construction de 


barrage aux Indes, 


théorie du Crédit Social. [1 est 


indéniable que Taouette 


Faut dire qu'il a dévelcpé cet art dés son plus jeune age alors que 


J 


fuché sur un vieux moulin A laver ft] répétalt, presque mot pour mot, 
le sermon pronorcé quelques heures plus tOt par fe curé. 

|} fréquentera en 1932 le Coll@€ge de Victoriaville of i] 
obtiendra san dipléme er commerce. Par la suite il trouvera un 
emplol comme commis 4 la Banque Canadienne de Commerce d'Amos. 
Caqguette recevra I"'illumination créditiste’ lorsqu'il lira un article 
de Louis Even publié dars la revue Vers Demain, Clest alors qu'il 
décida de s'embarquer dans le mouvement, qui @ cette époque n'était 
‘pas encore un parti politique. 


ia 


En 1937, Duplessis fait rma céléb-e “lal du 


pour contver fe 


on de neuf (9) théologiens étudt@rent la coctrine du Crédit Social 
4 la lumiére du catholicisme et ne trouv@rent aucun facteur répréhensible. 

De 1939 4 1942 Réal Caouette fera du porte A porte peur promouvoir 
son idéologie et couvri ira ainsi la presque tota’ité de l'Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue. Durant |'été sa femme et ses en*ants | taccompagnaient, 
tous dormant sous la tente le soir venu. A ce moment fi] résidait a 


Rouyn. 


On a souvent identi 


jusquien 1957. Cette année-!a cependant Caoue 


complétement de Gillberte COté-Mercier ses Bérets Blanes qui déstraient 


« 


ccrottre davantage Pron enkes ton religieuse du mouvement. Caouette leur 


xpliqua que Douglas, Aberhart et Manning niavaient jamais été catholiques 


et qu'un protestant ou un anglican pouvalt @tre aussi compétent au niveau 


politique et économique. Peine perdue. {1 fondera alors en 1958 le 
Ralliement des Créditistes. {] sera élu député de Pontiac en 1942. 
Réal Caouette @tait un tribun mervellleux, on I's dé’a dit, et il a 


fait beaucoup pour son corté. {1 6tait Intarissabie et possédait une fagon 
trés imagée de dire les choses, On raconte quia ta Chamb-e des Communes, 
quand on savait qu'il prerdrait la parole, tous les sénateurs, les “onction- 
naires et les messagers se précipitaient pour l'entencre, I] y a quelques 


alla station locale. A 18H30, 


années, il animait une 6mission téi 
le samedi soir chez-nous le silence était de rigueur car tout le monde 
se ruait vers la TV pour “écouter Caouette', Quand les gens avaient des pro- 


blémes de quelque nature cue ce soit, 1] n'était pas rare qu'on 


entende dire "ben vas voir € 


ovette, 1] va tlarv-anger gal’ 


XGal Caouette c'était un député qui parlait te langage du 
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t pas peur de donner son temps pour ses 6!ecteurs. 


i 


pourquol je comprerds difficilement qu'on accorde tant d!import- 


aujourd?hul aux partis politiques, J'al li impression que maintenant 


rE 


la politique est devenue purement et simplemenz du business. Quand je 
vols nos d&éputés modernes qui sont toujours tivés a quatre épingles et 


t 7 


qui emplotent des mots longs jusqu’a demain, je trouve ca dommage et fe 
doute de leur désintéressement et de leur vocation réelle de serviteur 
de fa communauté, 

On pourra toujours prétendre que la théorie du Crédit Social se 
voulait ristble, on pourra toujours affirmer que ce part’ n'obtenait du succeé 
que dans les régions éloignées (manque de discernement de la part de ces 
gens?), on pourra toujours traiter Réal Caouette de "car dealer" ou 
de "pelleteux de nuages’', mais pour toute la population de LAbitibi- 
Témiscamingue, Réal Cacuette c'était le Bon Dieu. Sa mort aura dépoullé 


le Canada de j'un des paliticiens tes plus vrais de son istoire. 


Yo OF THE MAN-MADE FAMINE IN UKRAINE ~ 1933 


sentemnighennes wagitaersen eas see 
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fon Ukranians lost their 


oF a magnitude unparalleled in the annals of Furopean 
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lefore the slaughter of the Jews by Hitler's regime, 


the Jewish nolocaust fs now well known and well documented 
continues to elicit the interest of both scholars and the general 
public, the Ukranian famine is hardly known in the West. Created 
artificially and executed secretly by Stalin's regime it has always 
been denied by Soviet authorities and is rarely mentioned by western 
histortans. [tt fis only recently that the famine began *o appear 
more frequently in western publications. 

lronically, this artifictally induced famine occured in one of 
che richest farming districts of the entire Eurasian Land Mass. The 


Ukraine, rich in grain and foodstuffs has long been considered the 


et of Europe, The agricultural importance of the Ukraine, as 
have made it subject to centuries 


Pon 


From the peasantry by represe 


motive was to destroy the Ilkranian 


‘ + : yo at : . * £ i - ja aE He 
nation as a viable political and social force opposed to Sta 


Lkrainians which hac seen a brief period o 


try 


tinet, 


aso 


's vision of a 


talin ordered 


the ‘final sealution' to the Lkrainian problem in ino an 


attempt to collectivise all egriculture in tre U.LS.5.R., he launched 
@ campaign of genocide against the population of Fastern Ukraine 
whereby millions perished. There is sufficient evidence to label 
this Soviet-induced gerocide as the greatest famine of the 29th 
century. in terms of mortality, it was of the same magnitude as 
the Jewish holocaust of the second world war. 

Numerous eyawitness accounts describe whole villages in the 
rich farmlands being depopulated, dessimated and ravaged by the man- 
made famine. There are Peach of mass burials and outbreaks of 
cannibalism to contain the famine strictly te Ukrainian areas. The 


Soviet regime establisked border checkpoints to prevent the starving 


millions from fleeing into Russia where food was plentiful, and to 


those going to Ukraine *rom taking food with them. As a 


of this deliberate cortrol, Ukrainians were forced to resort to 


While millions of Ukrairians starved, tee western press remained 


The Ukrainian holocaust of 1933 had to compet 
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Throughout the Jong, hard months of the famine In which Moscow 


‘n dessimating Fastern Ukraine, breaking the Jkrainian 


spirit and crushing the Ukrainian resistance mavement, between six and 


milton Ukraintan peasants lay victim and pre 
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regime h 
reduce the land 
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one dey. 


ed eavivehe tans. His cla 

ark. He has probably been the 
t of others such as Navid 

he Pilsbury dough boy and many other names 

second ballot, 

ne bright light tn this room fu 


it 


of dim wits its 
Probab] 
of public and ecancmic policy issues and a depth rarely se 
caucus, [nm this zoo of bored wealth and two bit opportuni 


zlection of @ new leader is the tome 


Li 
, one of che only philosophically true conservatives 
ar an in the Tory 
sts, his and the 


on April 6 1968, Pierre Elliot “rudeau won the 
i . | s@ of a fust societ 
Ww i win. the leadership of tre Progressive Cone 


Canadian 
when a party 
to shove 


va 


The Tories 


yey s 


Michael! Wilson. 
3, he has a master 
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a Tory who knows 
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voices of servatives will de lost because now we are overwheitmed 
by the Ur What fs a "new Tory"? 't is simp y 

y a Clark or Mulroney pin . have 

d to vote i riding association's c 


answer fet me reiate a 


in Kamloops B.C. when the Tory riding Eiasines hlah 
the menbership secretary tore up her memoer 
is so familiar woth tre Canadian judicial Seaeie 
‘The affictals of a. ere they were not 
if i ye Kamloopians 

1 ree Amway 

1@ Tortes could eee a whcele ne 
jon of membership cards; one 
yr every ew oo 

‘rn Montréal, } 


mer 


nm to vete. every 
r over a few and discuss back- 
ded that the iiss 1 Brewery and 
he Sé ot of conservative politics. After gaing 
down to sign up, a few beer were passed out to baptise these 
born age? Tories. Or has a whole new meanine to conservatives, 


i 
so residents of old foll beware. 

To b ame a new Tory!! y don't have to ve old or down ard out. 
ie Joe Clark was the conservatives contribution to the tinited Nation 
the Child but they've taken it one steo further The Tories are aueé 
to touch the hearts and minds of the nation's vouth. ey Canada we have 
| age requirements for consent, voting, and certain movies not shown in 
| towns In Ontario. They are all based on the concept of an age of : 
Seward this, we have the level of maturity and intellectual development needed 
to elect who will be the next leader of the donvosition and quite possibly 
of the country. The Conservatives have decided that the aqe of reason Ae a 
Tory occurs somewhere petyeen conception and grade schoal. So befare you 
Kids get worried about learning how to tie. your shoe laces, clearing 
your complexion, or getting permission to stav out late on saturday night, 
you've got to run down to your focal riding office and ask the nice man for 
a membership card, If you do as he asks he might give you a icllipop. 

My personal favourite was a nine year old who is voting for Brian Mulroney 
“because he handles his money bereer than the other guy.'! 

We cannot forget Concordia's Young Tories. Some are weary souls who 
have just left the success of the Municipal Action Group to enter Federal 
politics. They will jong be remembered as the only studen t(?) group to 
run roughshod over almost every University and CUSA qua uf ication for 
Forming a anizgation. Their support for @ candidate is as passing 
oo Hein gpe There are a group of them ready 

and student : é 
“ele organi zat are supporting 
ding on who you tal . dt is truly amazing 
ns it of the woodwork at convention time. 
rish on ae Patrick's Tay w he green b 


Yeung Tories’ within the SCPA rea a chey are in the 
ip cammot vote on pavty policy and platforms. 
ng 5 a decisional policy convention. Students of 
affai re supposed to be concerned about how peop! 


policv. amona cther things. 
er derby-like conventions and vengeful rivalries 


Tory party might have : t 
al disagreements can only really be arqued out through the 
€ Jership candidates and ceucus Inflahtin 
ctory stands and party | terature and policies that are so 
ould b ith Tonce upon a time.,.'' Could 
é ynservative po fcies om EPF transfer payments are? 
ral programs fund half of our education and health care system 

ore running off for an all-expense paid vacation in Vinnipeg, some of 
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"Whether you choose to believe it or not is, at this point, 
not @ concern of mine," Ryerson shot back in a loud voice. “You 
wanted a report of our findings. I am giving you a report. 


Now, Shall JI continue?” 

Macdonald had been ready to disriiss it as senility but the 
Major was much too young. He had had great repect for Ryerson 
before. Something had definitely happened to the poor chap. 
Nevertheless, Macdonald decided to give him the benefit of the 
doubt for the time being and nodded for him to continue. 

“Our reports indicate that at one time there were approx- 
imately four hundred million Americans on earth.” 


"But isn’t Ameris the Japanese colony?", asked the General 


"i think you're slightly confused about the term American," 


was Ryerson's response. “An American was a person who was born 
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"Ts that a 24th Century pressure cooker of some kind?" 
asked Macdonald. 


"Oh, no sir,” replied Ryerson with a small chuckle, as he 


inted a mental picture of millions of people being tossed 
into an enormous vat and a large hand throwing in a pinch of 
this and a touch of that to produce the perfect American. "It 
fas quite a remarkab_e social phenomenon whereby a mative of 
another ceuntry gave up his own culture and was cleansed of 
other such impurities in crder to join in the pursuit of some 
national hallucination.* 

At this point Macdonald was totally perplexed. But the 
conduct of a primitive people was not his prime concern. He 
was interested solely in how it affected Canada. 

"Did you know, sir,” continued Major Ryerson, “that the 
Americans were the ones responsible for the disappearance of 
fish in the twenty-first century?" 

"What's a fish?" was Macdoneld‘’s question. 
"“T'll explain it to you some other time," Ryerson promi- 


sed. “We also searched for same form of dwelling where these 


people lived in order te better understand them, but we could 
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“How did you learn all of this?", esked Macdonald. 
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